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Private Adoption Self Help Kit
IMPORTANT NOTE:
This kit should not be relied upon as a replacement for legal advice.
The official Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act, Adoption Regulation and Family Law Act should be consulted for all purposes of applying and interpreting the law.
Please seek legal advice as necessary.
ADOP0075 - Application for Adoption Order
ADOP3590 - Affidavit of Applicant
ADOP3598 - Consent by a Guardian to Adoption - Adoption of a Child Placed Directly by the Parent
ADOP2007 - Consent by a Child to Adoption - Adoption of a Child 12 Years of Age or Older
ADOP3485 - Affidavit of Birth Mother
ADOP0005 - Family Medical History
CS4028 - Plan
ADOP1611 - Adoption Order
DVS3104 - Adoption Information - Identification of Particulars of Adopted Person
DVS3123 - Registration of A Birth
ADOP3475 - Notice of Objection to Adoption
ADOP3515 - Notice of Adoption Hearing
ADOP0001 - Affidavit of Service
ADOP0006 - Affidavit
ADOP0075 - Application for Adoption Order
ADOP3590 - Affidavit of Applicant
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 INTRODUCTION
WHO IS THIS KIT FOR?
This Kit may be used to process all private adoptions in the Province of Alberta, which means any Alberta resident who is applying to adopt:
• the child of their spouse/adult interdependent partner, or
• a child who has been placed in their care by the birth parent/legal guardian.  
The child you are applying to adopt must be:
For applications relating to surrogacy or assisted reproduction, please seek legal advice.
HOW DOES ADOPTION HAPPEN?
The Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act (CYFEA) is the law that governs all adoptions of children in Alberta. Part 2, sections 58-104 apply specifically to the adoption process in Alberta. 
This Act details who may place a child for adoption, who may adopt, how the adoption will happen and other legal issues involved in adoption.
WHO MAY ADOPT?
To apply to the court to complete a Private Adoption, you must be an adult (at least 18 years of age) who:
• maintains their usual residence in Alberta, or 
• maintained their usual residence in Alberta at the time they received custody of the child.
WHO CAN PLACE A CHILD FOR ADOPTION?
Only the following people can place, or assist in placing, a child for adoption:
• a guardian of the child;
• a director (under the CYFEA);
• a licensed adoption agency; and
• the Minister of Children's Services.
OFFENCES AND LEGAL RESTRICTIONS
According to Section 83 of the CYFEA, no person shall give or receive, or agree to give or receive, any payment or reward, whether direct or indirect:
• to procure or assist in procuring, or
• to place or facilitate the placement of a child for the purpose of adoption in or outside Alberta.
However, the following persons can receive reasonable fees, expenses or disbursements:
• a qualified person in respect of the preparation of a Home Study Report,
• a licensed adoption agency, if the fees, expenses, or disbursements are approved in the Adoption Regulation,
• a lawyer in respect of legal services provided in connection with the adoption,
• a physician in respect of medical services provided to a child who is the subject of an adoption.
Section 86 of the CYFEA indicates that any person and any officer or employee of a corporation who contravenes section 83 and 84 of the CYFEA is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of not more than $10,000 and, in default of payment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months.
Please review the sections of CYFEA pertaining to adoption. A link to access the legislation can be found in Appendix B.
• cannot be in the temporary or permanent care of Alberta Children’s Services or any provincial authority in another province or territory.
• a Canadian citizen or lawfully admitted to Canada for permanent residence; and
Every adoption application must be filed in the Alberta Court of King's Bench. The request is called an Application for Adoption Order, and the adopting person is called the Applicant.
An adult maintains or maintained their usual residence in Alberta if the adult has continuously resided in Alberta for at least 6 months or continuously resided in Alberta for at least 6 months immediately preceding the time the adult applied for an adoption order or placement, as the case may be.
SHOULD I USE THIS KIT?
The CYFEA provides the authority for you to apply to court yourself, if you are applying for the private adoption of a child placed with you directly by a guardian personally known to you, or you are a step-parent. You may, however, wish to obtain advice from a lawyer or retain the services of a licensed adoption agency to assist you.
This Kit is based on direction provided in the CYFEA and is intended to guide you through the steps to apply to adopt the child. However, the information in this Kit is for general information purposes only and is not meant as legal or other professional advice. This Kit does not relieve you of your responsibility to make sure your adoption complies with the law and follows the rules set out in the CYFEA and regulations.
WHAT IS IN THIS KIT?
• Instructions on how to prepare, file and serve your adoption papers;
• Glossary of Terms;
• A list of the private licensed adoption agencies in Alberta;
• Links to legislation relevant to adoption, including the CYFEA;
• Links to Alberta court information and supports, including Court of King's Bench locations; and
• A link to the Alberta regional Children’s Services offices.
• Blank copies of the regulated forms you need;
HOW DO I USE THIS KIT?
Read through this entire Kit before you start filling in the forms. If, after reading this Kit, you decide your situation is too complicated to handle alone, contact a lawyer or a licensed adoption agency for assistance.
There are some differences in the process and the forms you will need depending on whether you are adopting a child placed with you directly by the guardian who is personally known to you, or if you are a step-parent.
If you are applying to adopt a child who is 12 years of age or older, the child’s consent to the adoption is required. 
There are also additional requirements when privately adopting an Indigenous child.
When completing forms for court, always use black or dark ink, and never white out to make a correction. Simply strike out any errors and initial them. Keep the forms legible and neat.
DO I HAVE TO USE THE FORMS IN THIS KIT?
Yes. These forms are regulated under the Court Rules and Forms Regulation, so you are required by law to use them. For your convenience, they are provided in this Kit and can also be accessed through the King's Printerhttps://www.alberta.ca/alberta-kings-printer.aspx
Do not rely on this Kit for interpreting or applying the law. If you have a specific legal questions, you should consult a lawyer to address the specific circumstances of your matter.
TIPS FOR ENSURING YOUR FORMS ARE FILLED OUT CORRECTLY
• Always type out the full name of the month when giving a date, unless the form requires otherwise.
• Do not fill out the forms by hand unless absolutely necessary. If you cannot fill out the forms online, ensure theyare legible.
Do not alter or change any of the forms after you have sworn and filed them.
When giving the child’s name, include their full name and capitalize the surname to avoid confusion. For Vital Statistics forms, do not capitalize the childs surname.
If a form involves more than one applicant, all of the applicants’ names must be on the form.
Have someone review your forms for accuracy before filing them.
If you make a mistake, or need to make any changes to a form that has already been filed, inform the Clerk of the Court, your agency, or your lawyer (if you have retained one) to ensure that the correction or change is made in atimely manner.
• have legal waiting periods pass; and
• complete any corrections or obtain additional documents that are needed when you submit your documents tothe court.
HOW MUCH WILL MY ADOPTION COST?
If you make all the arrangements yourself, costs can include:
• charges for photocopying documents;
• fees to obtain some of the documents, including fees for your criminal record check;
• fees to file the documents with the court; and
• costs to serve the documents.
If you choose to obtain assistance with the adoption application process, additional costs may include:
In some circumstances, a Home Study Report may be required. A Home Study Report must be done by a qualified person under the CYFEA. Private licensed adoption agencies have qualified persons who can complete this report. The estimated cost of a Home Study Report is approximately $3000. You may also have additional travel costs, if you live outside of a major center. You are responsible for all costs.
The fee to file documents with the court, for one or more children in the family, is approximately $250.
Your application may be mailed to the court accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope and certified cheque/money order payable to the Government of Alberta.
HOW LONG WILL MY ADOPTION TAKE? 
An adoption takes time, like any other court process. The time it takes from when you start completing the forms until an adoption order is granted varies. You need to allow time to:
• complete all the forms;
• obtain the required documents and information from a Registry Agent;
After you complete a form, double check your work very carefully. Make sure that everything is complete and accurate. Make sure that every name is the full, legal name that appears on the person's birth document, or if married, on the marriage certificate. The birth registration number for the child must match the supporting document. Any errors may delay your adoption.
• costs of hiring the services of a private licensed adoption agency.
• costs of hiring a lawyer; or
INSTRUCTIONS
NOTES
• In the instructions, “you” always means the person(s) who is (are) adopting; “the child” always means the child whom you are adopting.
• You can obtain birth, marriage and death certificates or documents from the nearest Registry Agent, if the event happened in Alberta. For a list of Alberta registry agent offices in your area, check your local telephone directory or refer to https://www.alberta.ca/lookup/find-a-registry-agent.aspx
• A Notary Public or lawyer can provide you with a notarized copy of any original document.
• You will need to prepare a separate and complete file for each child being adopted. If you need an additional copy of the forms for a second child, you can download additional forms at https://www.alberta.ca/private-adoption.aspx.
• If any of your papers or documents are not in English, the Court may require you to have them translated. The person translating the document must be fluent in both languages and must provide an Affidavit of Translation. This affidavit must be sworn before a Commissioner for Oaths or a Notary Public.
STEP 1: OBTAIN THE CHILD’S BIRTH DOCUMENT
Obtain the registration of birth/birth document for each child being adopted.
• If the child was born in Alberta, obtain a certified photographic print of the child's Registration of Birth by applying to the nearest Alberta registry agent office. You cannot use the child's birth certificate.
• If the child was born in another province in Canada, obtain a certified or notarized copy of the child's birth certificate or birth document by contacting the Vital Statistics office in the province where the child was born. This document must give the child's name, date of birth, and place of birth.
• If the child was born outside of Canada, obtain a certified or notarized copy of the birth document from the government of the child's birthplace. If you are unable to obtain a birth document, ask the Clerk of the Court at the Court of King's Bench what the court will accept instead of the birth document.
• For children born outside of Alberta, you may use the original birth document.
STEP 2: OBTAIN ALL THE DOCUMENTS YOU NEED TO SUPPORT THE APPLICATION FORADOPTION ORDER
All documents you provide to the court will be kept by the court as part of your Application for Adoption Order. If you wish to keep your original documents, obtain a notarized copy for the court.
Original, certified or notarized copies of the following documents are required to support your court application:
• If you are married, obtain a certified or notarized copy of your marriage certificate by applying to the Vital Statistics office in the province where you were married.
 If you were married in Alberta, you can apply for a marriage certificate from the nearest Alberta registry agent office.
 A marriage document provided by the person who conducted your marriage is not acceptable.
• If you are not married, or if your name on the marriage certificate does not match the name used in the application, a photocopy of your birth certificate or other birth document is required.
• For a step-parent adoption only, if your spouse (not the applicant) has been previously divorced, obtain certified or notarized copies of all documents outlining the terms of their divorce, as well as the final divorce document.
• A certified or notarized copy of the death certificate of any guardian whose consent to the adoption is required.
• A certified or notarized copy of any Restraining Order or Guardianship Order concerning the child.
• A certified or notarized copy of any access orders/agreements concerning the child.
• If the child was born outside of Canada, you will need to supply documentation issued by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada showing that the child has been lawfully admitted to Canada as a permanent resident or as a Canadian citizen.
 For more information, visit https://www.alberta.ca/order-marriage-certificate.aspx.
STEP 3: PREPARATION OF THE DOCUMENTS
When you have obtained all the documents listed in Steps 1 and 2, you can prepare the Application for Adoption Order and supporting court documents. The forms with form numbers are regulated forms and cannot be changed.
Be sure to use the names (in full) as they appear on your supporting documents (marriage certificate or birth certificate and the birth document of the child). The birth registration number of the child must match the birth document of the child.
Application for Adoption Order (ADOP0075)
The Application for Adoption Order tells the Court that you want to adopt the child. You are the Applicant, so you complete this form.
Affidavit of Applicant (ADOP3590)
An affidavit is a written statement that a person swears is true. Swearing to an affidavit is the same as sworn testimonyin court.
Your affidavit must include the following information:
• The child's name, date of birth, place of birth, gender and parentage (as far as you know);
• Your age, address, marital status, occupation and relationship to the child (if any);
• If you are the step-parent of the child, the name of the parent who has legal custody and the names of any guardians who have time with the child under a Parenting Order;
Consent by a Guardian to Adoption (ADOP2659 or ADOP3598)
Consent to the adoption must be obtained from all legal guardians of the child. There are usually two legal guardians: the birth mother and the birth father. Your first step is to determine every person who is a legal guardian of the child. Division 1 of the Family Law Act outlines the parameters surrounding who is considered a guardian of a child. A read-only copy of this Act can be found online at: https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/Laws_Online.cfm
In cases where the birth father is not a guardian of the child, it is recommended his consent to the adoption alsobe obtained.
There are different Consent by a Guardian to Adoption forms. Make certain you use the correct form for the type of adoption you are processing.
• the consenting guardian revokes their consent (within 10 days of consenting), or
• the court:
1. If adopting the child of a spouse/adult interdependent partner (ADOP2659):
The guardian must sign the consent in front of a witness, and the witness must swear they watched the guardian sign the consent. To swear, the witness completes the Affidavit of Execution and swears it is true in front of a Commissioner for Oaths or a Notary Public.
Note: When a Consent by a Guardian to Adoption is signed, you and the guardian will share guardianship of thechild until:
• The terms of any agreement or order regarding guardianship, access, parenting time or contact with the child; and
• If you received placement directly from a guardian personally known to you:
 details about how the child came to be placed in your home, and
 whether any payment or reward was given or received.
Note: You must swear that everything in your affidavit is true in front of a Commissioner for Oaths or a Notary Public. The Clerk of the Court may commission your affidavit when you go to the court in Step 5.
The consent tells the court that the child's present guardian(s) agree(s) that you adopt the child. Provide each guardian with a separate consent form.
To make sure the guardian returns the consent to you quickly, provide them with a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
 grants an adoption order;
 dismisses or does not grant the adoption order; or
 terminates joint guardianship.
If the court does not grant the adoption order or terminates joint guardianship, guardianship of the child will revert to the parent/previous guardian.
2. If adopting a child placed directly by the guardian (ADOP3598):
The guardian must sign the consent in front of a lawyer, a director or a director's delegate. Have the guardian contact a lawyer or the Children’s Services office nearest them to make arrangements to have the consent signed.
Note: Prior to signing the consent form, the guardian may request to see:
• a cultural connection plan (Plan), if the child is Indigenous;
• a Home Study Report;
• the results of a Criminal Record Check, including a vulnerable sector search; and/or
• the results of an Intervention Record Check.
Consent by a Guardian to Adoption – When the Applicant is the Sole Guardian
If you are the sole guardian of the child you are applying to adopt, you must provide the consent of the child’s former guardian. When the biological parent is the former guardian, you can follow the process outlined in #2 above.
If the child you are applying to adopt was formerly the subject of a Permanent Guardianship Order (PGO) or Permanent Guardianship Agreement (PGA), the director is the former guardian whose consent is required under section 59(2) of the CYFEA. The consent of the director to the adoption application is required, or the court must dispense with the consent, under section 68(4).
Where the director is the former guardian whose consent is required, the director will:
• provide an affidavit to the court; and
• complete an intervention record check on the applicant(s);
• consent or request the court dispense with the director’s consent under Section 68(4).
To request this affidavit, please contact the Children’s Services office that is currently managing your Supports for Permanency file.
Because the guardian has 10 days to revoke the consent, you may not file your Application for Adoption Order  with the court (Step 5) until the 10 days have expired.
To revoke the consent, the guardian gives written notice to a director under the CYFEA. The notification is faxed to 780-427-2048 or emailed to CS.AdoptionServices@gov.ab.ca. The joint guardianship terminates automatically.
The guardian may “take back” or revoke their consent any time during the first 10 days after signing the form. To count the number of days, you do not count the day the form was signed, but you do count Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.
Revoking Consent
Note: In the event the consent is revoked within the 10 days, a director or the previous guardian will contact you. The child must be returned to the previous guardian immediately.
Under certain circumstances, the Court may allow you to adopt the child without the guardian's consent. The CYFEA lets the court dispense with a guardian's consent, if you are able to satisfy the court that it is necessary or desirable to do so. To ask the court to dispense with the guardian's consent, you must prepare a detailed affidavit giving your reasons for making the request including contact, history with the guardian and attempts you have made to locate and obtain the person’s consent. Provide this affidavit as part of your application (you may use the blank affidavit form supplied in this Kit).
Guardian's Consent Not Obtained
If you are applying to adopt a child 12 years of age or older, the child must sign the consent form in front of a lawyer or a director or director's delegate. Contact a lawyer or call the nearest Children’s Services office to arrange for the child's consent to be taken by a director or director's delegate. Visit our website to locate the Children’s Services office nearest you, at: https://www.alberta.ca/childrens-services-offices.aspx.
Consent by a Child to Adoption – Adoption of a Child 12 Years of Age or Older (ADOP2007)
Note: Under certain circumstances, the court is able to dispense with the child's consent. To do this, you must swear an affidavit providing details of why it is necessary or desirable to dispense with the child's consent. You may use the blank affidavit form supplied in this Kit.
Affidavit of Birth Mother (ADOP3485)
Although this document is not required according to the CYFEA, having the birth mother prepare and swear an affidavit that includes the following provides important information to the court to assist the court in making a decision regarding granting an adoption order. The affidavit should include:
• The child's full legal name and date of birth
• The birth mother's name, address and occupation
• How the child came to be placed in the applicant’s home and the date of placement (not required for a step-parent adoption);
Statement of Applicant
The Statement of Applicant is not required by law, but it is recommended. Prepare a Statement of Applicant that describes the kinds of activities you and the child do together. You may write your statement as a letter to the court, adding your signature and printing your name underneath your signature.
Plan – previously “Cultural Connection Plan” (CS4028)
Note: This form is not required for a step-parent adoption.
If the applicant has reason to believe the child they wish to adopt is an Indigenous child, a cultural connection plan made in accordance with the regulation is required. The Plan should address how the child's connection with Indigenous culture, heritage, spirituality and traditions will be fostered and how the child's cultural identity will be preserved.
Family Medical History (ADOP0005)
This form must be completed by the child's guardian. Ensure the form provides as much information as possible about the family and medical history of the biological parents of the child. Ensure page 1, Section 1A, indicates whether the child is a registered First Nation Individual or Metis. Sign and date the last page.
Note: This form is not intended to be used for adoptions relating to surrogacy or assisted reproduction.
The child's consent confirms to the court that the child is in agreement with the adoption. A child 12 years of age or older can ask to keep their current name or they can consent to their name being changed.
• Whether any payment or reward was given or received;
• Details of any verbal or written agreement regarding access or time with the child, exchange of letters and 
pictures, etc.;
• Whether the birth mother was married or unmarried at the time of the child’s birth;
• Whether the birth mother’s marriage ended in an annulment or divorce, less than 300 days before the child’s birth, if applicable;
• Whether the birth mother married the father after the birth of the child;
• Whether the birth mother and birth father cohabited with each other for twelve consecutive months during the time of the child’s birth;
• Whether the birth mother and birth father were each other's adult interdependent partners at the time of the child’s birth or became each other's adult interdependent partners after the child’s birth;
• Whether the birth father was providing direct or indirect financial support, other than pursuant to a court order, for the birth mother during or after her pregnancy or for the child;
• Details, including dates, on where the child usually resides or has resided; and
• Details of any written agreements about guardianship of the child.
Note: If the birth mother does not know who the birth father is, she must swear an affidavit outlining the reason she does not know who the birth father is. The court does not accept a statement of “unknown”. You may use the blank affidavit form supplied in this Kit.
Criminal Record Check
You will have to obtain a criminal record check from your local police department or R.C.M.P. detachment, which may require the submission of fingerprints. Inform the police that the purpose of the check is for an adoption application. A current check (completed within the past six months at the time of filing) is required for each applicant, and the original check with embossed seal must accompany your documents. You will have to pay a fee for this service.
Adoption Order (ADOP1611)
Partially complete this form for the court. The court needs the original form plus at least three photocopies.
Adoption Information - Identification of Particulars of Adopted Person (DVS3104)
Complete this form. Vital Statistics needs this form to register the adoption after the adoption order is granted.
Registration of A Birth (DVS3123)
Complete this form only if the child was born in Alberta. Vital Statistics requires this form to register the adoption. After the adoption order is granted, they replace the child's original Registration of Birth with this form.
To complete this form, copy all the information from the child's Registration of Birth, but:
• put in the name the child will have after the adoption is granted;
• put your name(s) in as parent(s), including the required information about you, and sign the document in the applicable parent spaces;
Check all the documents you have collected.
• Do you have all the documents you need? Are the documents original, certified or notarized copies?
• Do you have the consent of all guardians of the child?
• If you have been unable to obtain a consent that you need, do you have another affidavit explaining any history of contact with, or the efforts you have made to locate and obtain the person's consent?
• If the child is 12 years of age or older, do you have the child's consent?
• Do all the names on the forms and birth registration match the full legal names of the person(s) in the birth or marriage documents?
• Do all the signatures have the name printed clearly underneath?
Once you have all the required documents and have checked the forms for accuracy, prepare the application. The application is a package of all the papers and forms you need for your Application for Adoption Order.
Prepare the application by arranging all of these documents, if applicable, in the following order:
• Application for Adoption Order (ADOP0075)
• Affidavit of Applicant for each applicant, if more than one applicant (ADOP3590)
• Marriage Certificate, if applicable
• Birth document of applicant, if not married or if name is different than that on the Marriage Certificate
• Certified Divorce documents, if applicable
• Guardianship, Access, Custody, Parenting or Contact orders or agreements concerning the child
• Certified copy of the child's Registration of Birth or other birth document
• Consent by a Guardian to Adoption for each guardian (ADOP2659 or ADOP3598) OR a request to dispense with a guardian’s consent and the basis for the request
STEP 4: PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION
If you are adopting more than one child, you must prepare a file for each child. Place the original, certified or notarized copies of Marriage Certificates and Divorce documents on the file of the eldest child and photocopies on the files of the younger child/ren.
• Consent by a Child to Adoption – Adoption of a Child 12 Years of Age or Older (ADOP2007), if applicable
• errors in completing this form will delay registering the adoption with Vital Statistics.
• Statement of Applicant
• Family Medical History (ADOP0005)
• Plan (CS4028), if applicable
• Results of Criminal Record Check for each applicant, completed within six months of filing
• Home Study Report (if one is requested by the Justice or birth parent)
Additional Documents: Although these additional documents are not part of the application, you must complete sections of the forms and give them to the Clerk of the Court when you submit your application.
• Adoption Order (ADOP1611)
• Adoption Information - Identification of Particulars of Adopted Person (DVS3104)
• Registration of A Birth (DVS3123), if the child was born in Alberta
• Notice of Objection to Adoption (ADOP3475)
• Notice of Adoption Hearing (ADOP3515)
STEP 5: FILE YOUR APPLICATION WITH THE COURT OF KING’S BENCH
When your documents are arranged in the proper order and 10 days have passed since the Consent by a Guardian to Adoption was signed by all guardians, you may take your application to the Clerk of the Court at the nearest Court of King's Bench.
Before you go to the court, make one (1) clear photocopy of your entire application package. Take the original application and the copy to the Clerk of the Court at the Court of King's Bench in the Judicial Centre closest toyour home.
The clerk will check your documents to make sure you have all the documents you need and advise if corrections or any other documents are needed. Once your documents are accepted, the Clerk of the Court will file your application and assign a Court File Number. The clerk will write the file number on the original application, the photocopy and on the Notice of Objection to Adoption. The clerk will keep the original application and return a certified copy of the applicationto you.
The cost to file an Application for Adoption Order with the court is approximately $250. You pay this fee to the clerk when your application has been approved for filing with the court. Payment to the court can be made by cash, credit card, debit card, money order or a certified cheque made payable to the “Government of Alberta”.
STEP 6: SERVE NOTICE OF YOUR APPLICATION FOR ADOPTION ORDER
This is an important step in the adoption process.
According to Section 64 of the CYFEA, you must personally serve notice about the Application for Adoption Order to:
• The child's current guardian(s) other than yourself;
Note: The consent form allows the guardian to choose whether they are served with notice of the Application for Adoption Order and/or Notice of an Adoption Hearing (if one is required). Check the Consent by a Guardian to Adoption form to determine if the guardian wishes to be served with the Application for Adoption Order.
• If you are the sole guardian, the person who was the guardian before you;
• The biological father of the child;
• The Minister of Alberta Children’s Services (this can be effected by serving a delegated caseworker in any Children's Services office near you); and
• The child, if they are 12 years of age or older.
Note: You do not need to give the child a copy of the Home Study Report, if one has been completed, or the results of your Criminal Record Check.
Make a photocopy of the complete application for each person you have to serve with the adoption application.
• Affidavit of Birth Mother (ADOP3485)
To serve someone, you must personally give each person a photocopy of the complete application, as well as the Notice of Objection to Adoption. If they wish, you must let them see your certified copy of the application, but you only need to give them a photocopy. You do not have to serve anyone who indicated on their Consent by a Guardian to Adoption not to be notified about the Application for Adoption Order.
The Notice of Objection to Adoption tells the person you served that you have applied for an adoption order, and informs them that if they object to the adoption proceeding without a hearing, they have 10 days to file the Notice of Objection to Adoption with the Clerk of the Court.
If you wish, you may have a Process Server serve any or all of the persons required to be served. Process Servers are listed in your local phone directory. You will be charged a fee for their services.
If you believe you cannot or should not serve someone personally, or you do not know where the person is, you may ask the court to allow you to serve him or her in a different way, or not at all. You may make this request at the time you file your application with the court.
To make a request for serving someone in another way, or to dispense with service on someone, an affidavit must be completed. The person who has personal knowledge of the situation must swear the affidavit. This affidavit must include the reason(s) why the person should be served in some other way or give detailed information including attempts to serve and why it is believed necessary for the court to proceed without having the person notified about the adoption. If you have questions on service of the application, seek legal advice.
The Justice will review your affidavit and either accept your attempts at service, provide direction on what the court will accept or order that service be dispensed.
Serving the Minister
Complete service of the documents on the Minister of Alberta Children’s Services at your local Children’s Services office or the Adoption Services office in Edmonton.
Children’s Services offices will accept service of the documents and provide you with the information necessary for the Affidavit of Service (Step 7). The service package will then be forwarded to the Adoption Services office in Edmonton for review of the adoption package and issuance of a report to the court outlining any involvement you may have had with Children’s Services.
This process involves a review of the electronic child intervention records to see if you have ever caused a child to be in need of intervention in Alberta. A copy of the report issued by Adoption Services will be given to you. Upon receiving information from Children’s Services, the Justice may request additional information, may order that a Home Study Report be obtained at your expense, or that a hearing be held.
STEP 7: PREPARE AND SUBMIT THE AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
An Affidavit of Service is a sworn statement like the Affidavit of Applicant. In this affidavit, you swear that you personally gave a photocopy of the filed and certified application and Notice of Objection to Adoption to those persons who had to be served. Indicate the full name of the persons you served, the date you served them and how and where you served them. Make sure all the information you provide is completely accurate. The person who completes service must be the person who completes the Affidavit of Service. If you used the services of a Process Server, they must complete the Affidavit of Service.
If there is anyone you were unable to serve or anyone you did not serve in person, you cannot use the Affidavit of Service in this Kit. In this case, you must write out your own affidavit.
If you were unable to serve someone personally, despite repeated attempts, your affidavit must outline all attempts you made to try to personally serve them and the outcome.
If anyone who is served with the Notice of Objection to Adoption files an objection with the court within ten days of being served, a hearing will be held.
If you served them in some way other than personal service, your affidavit must describe why personal service was not completed and how you served the person. For example, if you served them by registered mail, describe the steps you went through and attach your post office receipt and a copy of the person's signature obtained by Canada Post to your affidavit.
If you do not know where the person is, all reasonable attempts to locate the person must be carried out. Your affidavit must outline the dates and contacts you had with family members, friends, work associates and any other attempts you have made to locate the person. The Justice will make a determination regarding your attempts.
Submit the Affidavit of Service
Within 10 days after you have served the last person with the application package and Notice of Objection to Adoption, take the completed Affidavit of Service to the Clerk of the Court for filing.
Ensure all affidavits are fully complete and that all of the above documents have the Court File Number on them.
You must swear your affidavit in front of a Commissioner for Oaths or Notary Public. The Clerk of the Court may also commission your affidavit.
If you do not file your Affidavit of Service, your adoption will be delayed.
STEP 8: PRESENTATION OF THE APPLICATION FOR ADOPTION ORDER TO A JUSTICE
When your Affidavit of Service has been filed with the court, and if no one has filed a Notice of Objection to Adoption, the Clerk of the Court will present your Application for Adoption Order to a Justice for review. The Justice reviews all your documents in their private chambers. As there is no hearing, no one needs to be present in court.
The Justice may:
• grant an Adoption Order;
• request further information;
• order that a Home Study Report be completed at your expense;
• order a hearing to be held; or
• dismiss your Application for Adoption Order.
You will be notified of the Justice’s decision by the court.
Under section 69 of the CYFEA, the Justice may order you to obtain a Home Study Report. The Home Study Report must be prepared by a qualified person, as required by the Act. Private licensed adoption agencies have qualified persons who can complete the report for you.
If the court orders a Home Study Report be completed, file the completed original with the Clerk of the Court and follow any instructions the Justice gave about serving anyone else.
You are responsible for paying all costs.
If you have not been advised of the Justice’s decision within four months of filing your Application for Adoption Order, contact the Clerk of the Court.
If a Notice of Objection to Adoption has been filed or the Justice orders a hearing, you must then complete and file a Notice of Adoption Hearing and personally serve the Notice of Adoption Hearing on all persons you served before. Check the Consent by a Guardian to Adoption form to determine if the guardian wishes to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing.
These persons must be personally served at least 10 days before the adoption hearing. Do not count the date of the hearing or the date you served the person, but count Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.
Once you have personally served everyone that needs to be served, you must again complete an Affidavit of Service and swear that the contents of your affidavit are true before a Commissioner for Oaths or Notary Public (see Step 7). You must file the completed Affidavit of Service regarding the adoption hearing with the court at least seven days before the date of the hearing.
If a Home Study Report is required:
If an adoption hearing is required:
If you do not file your Affidavit of Service, your adoption will be delayed.
STEP 9: PREPARING FOR AN ADOPTION HEARING
If there is a hearing, ensure that you:
• are familiar with all of your documents;
• are prepared for the Justice to ask you questions about any part of your application;
• follow proper court etiquette (stand to talk to the Justice, address the Justice as “My Lord” or “My Lady”, or “Sir” or “Madam"); and
• arrive early for your hearing.
STEP 10: ATTENDING AN ADOPTION HEARING
Arrive at the court at least 15 minutes before your adoption hearing. Report to the clerk inside the courtroom. The clerk will advise you when it is your turn.
The Justice holds your adoption hearing in private. The only people allowed in the room are the Justice, the Clerk of the Court and the people involved in the adoption.
During the hearing, follow all instructions the Justice or the clerk gives you.
If not done so previously, the Justice may decide at the hearing that you need to obtain a Home Study Report prepared by a qualified person.
If satisfied with all of the documents and information, the Justice will grant the adoption and sign the Adoption Order that you prepared.
After the adoption is granted, the Clerk of the Court keeps the original signed Adoption Order for the court file, and sends a certified copy to:
• you, the adopting parent(s);
• the Minister of Children’s Services;
• the Registrar of Vital Statistics; and
• the Registrar under the Indian Act (Canada), if the adopted child is Indigenous.
Once you have received the certified Adoption Order, you may request the child's amended birth document from a Registry Agent in Alberta or from the province of the child’s birth. If the child was born outside of Canada, you may not be able to obtain an amended birth document for the child.
Adoption of an Indigenous Child
If an Adoption Order is made in respect of an Indigenous child, the adopting parent shall take reasonable steps to comply with the cultural connection plan (Plan) filed under section 63 of the CYFEA. The plan should address how the child’s Indigenous identity, culture, heritage, spirituality, language and traditions will be respected, supported and preserved.
If the Indigenous child is a First Nation Individual, the adopting parent(s) shall:
• take reasonable steps for the child to exercise any rights the child may have as First Nation Individual; and
• inform the child of the child's status as an First Nation Individual as soon as, in the opinion of that adopting parent, the child is capable of understanding the child's status as First Nation Individual.
GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Adoption Hearing: The time, date and place at which the Justice will hear from all persons involved in the adoption. A hearing helps the Justice make a decision about whether to grant an Adoption Order.
Adoption Order: A written order of the court granting an adoption.
Adult Interdependent Partner: As defined under the Adult Interdependent Relationship Act, is a person who has lived with the other person in a relationship of interdependence and:
• if there is a child of the relationship by birth or adoption, there must be some permanence to the relationship;
• if there is no child of the relationship, they have lived together for a continuous period of at least 3 years; or
• they have entered into an adult interdependent partner agreement according to the requirements in the Adult Interdependent Relationship Act.
The relationship means they share one another's lives, are emotionally committed to one another and function as an economic and domestic unit.
Affidavit: A written statement that a person swears is true. The person must swear in front of an official authorized by law to administer oaths. Such officials include a Commissioner for Oaths, a Notary Public and lawyers. An affidavit is the same as sworn testimony in court.
Affidavit of Translation: A sworn statement completed by the person who translates a document from one language to another language. They must swear that they have a good knowledge of both languages.
Alberta Court of King’s Bench: The court where applications for adoption orders are considered.
Amend: To change a document by varying, adding or deleting.
Applicant: A person who is applying to have the court grant an Adoption Order that makes the person a parent ofthe child.
Application: A written application to the court asking that the Justice decide or act.
Certified Copy: A document that a Commissioner for Oaths certifies to be a true copy of the original document. Only a Commissioner employed by the authority that issues the original documents can provide a certified copy of the original.
Commissioner for Oaths: A person officially authorized by law to administer oaths. The person might be appointed because of the job they do, such as a school principal or clerk of the court. All lawyers are Commissioners for Oaths.
Application for Adoption Order: A written application to the court requesting an Adoption Order.
Court File Number: The number the court gives to your Application for Adoption Order and other documents for the court's filing and reference purposes.
Director or Delegate: A person designated as a director under the CYFEA. The following Children’s Services staff are usually delegated as a director’s authority to receive service of a notice regarding an adoption: caseworkers, supervisors, managers and adoption program staff at the Ministry’s Adoption Services unit.
Dispense: To do away with or remove a requirement.
Family Law Act: The law that governs guardianship for purposes of adoption. A read only copy of this Act is online at: https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/Laws_Online.cfm
Father:
• a person married to the mother at the time of the birth of the child;
• a person acknowledged by the birth mother as the biological father of the child;
• a person declared by a court to be the father of the child;
• in the case of an adopted child, a male person who adopts the child; or
• a father as recognized by the Family Law Act.
File or Filing: To take papers to the Clerk of the Court to be placed on the court’s file. The first time you bring papers to the clerk, the clerk will start a file and assign a Court File Number.
Guardian: An adult who has the legal authority and duty to take care of the other person and to make decisions for a child, while acting in that child’s best interest. All children under the age of 18 must have at least one guardian. Usually the guardians of a child are the birth parents. However, sometimes the guardian is another adult who has been given responsibility for the child by a court order. Often two or more people share guardianship of a child.
If you are unsure who the guardians are, please consult a lawyer and/or refer to the Family Law Act.
Home Study Report: A report written by a qualified person who has assessed the suitability, capability and willingness of the applicant to assume the responsibility of being a parent to the child.
Mother:
Notary Public: A person officially authorized by law to administer oaths and to certify that documents are true copies and valid. All lawyers are Notaries Public.
Notice of Objection to Adoption: A written notice that a person is objecting to an adoption proceeding withouta hearing.
Notice of Adoption Hearing: A notice giving the date, time and place of an adoption hearing.
• a mother as recognized by the Family Law Act.
• in the case of an adopted child, a female person who adopts the child; or
• a person who gives birth to a child;
Notarized Copies: A copy of a document that a Notary Public has certified is a true copy of the original document.
Parent: The mother or father of a child.
Process Server: A person who will personally serve someone with legal documents on your behalf.
Qualified Person:
• A person who, in the opinion of the Minister of Children’s Services, is qualified because of the person's education and experience.
• An individual registered in the general register category of the regulated members registry of the Alberta College of Social Workers; and
Regulated Form: A form that must be used according to a Regulation. The Regulation indicates what information the form gives and how it is used. You may add information to a regulated form but no information can be deleted.
Regulation: Rules made under the authority of a statute. Regulations have the force of law and must be followed.
Residence: The place where a person ordinarily lives.
Revoke or Revoking: To cancel or withdraw (usually in reference to a consent).
Serve or Service of Notice: To deliver a document to a person. The person who receives the document is then officially notified about a legal action.
Spouse: The husband or wife of a married person.
Appendices
Appendix A: List of Private Licensed Adoption Agencies in Alberta
Private licensed adoption agencies can be of assistance in two ways:
2. They can be approached to assist you in completing your adoption application.
1. They can be approached to complete a Home Study Report; and/or
A Small Miracle Adoption
Scotia Place, Tower 1
#2020, 10060 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, AB  T5J 3R8
Phone:  780-421-1177
Email:  info@smallmiraclesadoption.com
Website:  www.smallmiraclesadoption.com
Adoption Options
Calgary office:
#207, 5940 MacLeod Trail SW
Calgary, AB  T2H 2G4
Phone:  403-270-8228
Toll-free:  1-888-277-8228
Email:  aocal@adoptionoptions.com
Website:  www.adoptionoptions.com
Edmonton office:
#6, 9363 – 50 Street
Edmonton, AB  T6B 2L5
Phone:  780-433-5656
Toll-free:  1-800-770-3023
Email:  aoedm@adoptionoptions.com
Website:  www.adoptionoptions.com
Edmonton office:
Phone:  780-438-3455
Toll-free:  1-877-256-3224
Email:  info@amarisadoption.com
Website:  www.amarisadoption.com
AMARIS Adoption and Family Support Services
Calgary office:
101C, 9705 Horton Road SW
Calgary, AB  T2V 2X5
Phone:  403-256-3224
Toll-free:  1-877-256-3224
Email:  info@amarisadoption.com
Website:  www.amarisadoption.com
Appendix B: Links to Legislation Relevant to Adoption
Below is a link to the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act (CYFEA):
The CYFEA can also be accessed through the Alberta King’s Printer at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/c12
https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=C12.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779810208
Appendix C: Alberta Court Information and Supports
https://albertacourts.ca/qb/about/locations-and-sittings
For Court of King’s Bench information and/or where to find the court closest to you, visit:
https://www.alberta.ca/court-and-justice-services.aspx
For information about Resolution and Court Administration Services, visit:
https://www.legalaid.ab.ca/
For information about how to access Legal Aid, call 1-866-845-3425 (toll-free) or visit:
https://kings-printer.alberta.ca/documents/rules2010/Rules_vol_1.pdf
For information about document service and other court procedures, refer to the Alberta Rules of Court from the Alberta King’s Printer at:
Appendix D: Alberta Regional Children’s Services Offices
https://www.alberta.ca/childrens-services-offices.aspx
Below is a link to the Children’s Services offices in Alberta. To find an office closest to you, visit:
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Part 2 
Adoption 
Interpretation  
58
(1)
  In this Part, 
(a)  “Court”, notwithstanding section 1(1)(h), means the Court 
of King’s Bench; 
(b)  “descendant”, in respect of a deceased adopted person, 
means an adult child or adult grandchild of the adopted 
person, or a guardian of a child or grandchild of the adopted 
person; 
(c)  “licensed adoption agency” means an adoption agency that 
holds a licence issued under section 88. 
(d), (e)  repealed 2003 c16 s64. 
(2)
  An appeal from an order of the Court under this Part may be 
made to the Court of Appeal not more than 30 days after the date 
on which the order is made. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s58;2003 c16 s64;2020 c39 s3;AR 217/2022 
Matters to be considered 
58.1
   A court and all persons who must exercise any authority or 
make any decision under this Act relating to the adoption of a 
child, including relating to the placement of a child, must do so in 
the best interests of the child, and must consider the following as 
well as any other relevant matter: 
(a)  there should be no unreasonable delay in making or 
implementing a decision respecting the child; 
(b)  the importance of a positive relationship with a parent, and a 
secure place as a member of a family, in the child’s 
development; 
(c)  the importance of stability, permanence and continuity of 
care and relationships to the child’s long-term safety and 
well-being; 
(d)  in the case of an Indigenous child, the benefits to the child 
of a place where the child’s Indigenous identity, culture, 
heritage, spirituality, language and traditions will be 
respected, supported and preserved; 
(e)  the mental, emotional, spiritual and physical needs of the 
child and the child’s mental, emotional and physical stage of 
development; 
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(f)  if the child is capable of forming an opinion, the child’s 
opinion should be taken into account; 
(g)  the benefits to the child of lasting relationships with the 
people with whom the child is connected, including family, 
friends, caregivers and other significant individuals, 
including 
(i)  the benefits to the child of a placement within the child’s 
extended family, or with persons who have a significant 
relationship with the child, and 
(ii)  the benefits to the child of a placement within or as close 
as possible to the child’s home community; 
(h)  the benefits to the child of a place where the child’s familial, 
cultural, social, linguistic and spiritual heritage are valued as 
central to the child’s safety, security and development; 
(i)  the benefits to the child of connections with the child’s 
culture and cultural communities and opportunities to form 
those connections; 
(j)  the child’s race, spiritual beliefs, colour, gender, gender 
identity, gender expression, age, ancestry, place of origin, 
family status, sexual orientation and any disability the child 
may have. 
2003 c16 s65;2018 c24 s11;2020 c39 s3 
Division 1 
Adoption Process 
Consent to adoption 
59
(1)
  An adoption order in respect of a child must not be made 
without the consent in the prescribed form of 
(a)  all the guardians of the child other than a guardian who is 
applying to the Court under section 62 for the order, and 
(b)  the child, if the child is 12 years of age or older. 
(2)
  If the person who is applying to the court under section 62 for 
an adoption order is the sole guardian of the child, an adoption 
order in respect of the child shall not be made without the consent 
in the prescribed form of the person who was the child’s guardian 
before the applicant became the guardian. 
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(3)
  A consent to an adoption given in a jurisdiction outside Alberta 
in a form that is valid in that jurisdiction is deemed to be a consent 
under this Act. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s59;2009 c53 s35 
Automatic joint guardianship status 
60
(1)
  A prospective adopting parent named in a consent required 
under section 59 is, on the giving of the consent, a joint guardian of 
the child with the guardian who gave the consent. 
(2)
  The prospective adopting parent’s status as a joint guardian 
under subsection (1) terminates 
(a)  if a consent given under section 59 is revoked in accordance 
with section 61(1), 
(b)  when the adoption order is made or the application for the 
adoption order is dismissed, 
(b.1)  when the child leaves the care and custody of the 
prospective adopting parent because of a breakdown in the 
adoption placement, or 
(c)  if the Court makes an order declaring the status of the joint 
guardian to be terminated. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s60;2003 c16 s67;2009 c53 s35 
Revocation of consent 
61
(1)
  A person who has consented to the adoption of a child under 
section 59(1)(a) or (2) may, not later than 10 days after the date of 
the consent, revoke the consent by providing written notice of the 
revocation to a director. 
(2)
  The director who receives a notice under subsection (1) shall 
ensure that the person in whose custody the child has been placed 
and any other person who has consented under section 59(1)(a) or 
(2) to the adoption of the child are notified forthwith of the 
revocation of consent. 
(3)
  On receiving notification of a revocation of consent by the 
guardian who surrendered custody of the child, the person in whose 
custody the child has been placed shall forthwith return the child 
(a)  if the child was placed in the custody of that person directly 
by the guardian who surrendered custody of the child, to the 
custody of that guardian, or 
(b)  if the child was placed in the custody of that person by a 
licensed adoption agency, to the agency. 
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(4)
  A licensed adoption agency to which a child is returned under 
subsection (3)(b) shall forthwith return the child to the custody of 
the guardian who surrendered custody of the child. 
1988 c15 s35;1994 c36 s6 
Application for adoption order 
62
(1)
  Subject to this section, an adult who 
(a)  maintains the adult’s usual residence in Alberta, or 
(b)  maintained the adult’s usual residence in Alberta at the time 
the adult received custody of a child under this Division, 
may apply to the Court in the prescribed form for an adoption 
order. 
(2)
  Repealed 2003 c16 s68. 
(3)
  No application for an adoption order shall be filed in respect of 
a child unless the child is a Canadian citizen or has been lawfully 
admitted to Canada for permanent residence and 
(a)  the period for revoking a consent to adoption under section 
61(1) has expired, 
(b)  if the child is the subject of a permanent guardianship order, 
the period for appealing the order has expired or an appeal 
of the order has been disposed of, or 
(c)  if the child is the subject of a permanent guardianship 
agreement, the period for terminating the agreement has 
expired or an application for termination of the agreement 
has been disposed of. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s62;2003 c16 s68;2009 c53 s35 
Documentation to accompany application   
63
(1)
  An application for an adoption order in respect of a child 
who is the subject of a permanent guardianship agreement or order 
or who is the subject of an equivalent order or agreement in another 
country and has been lawfully admitted to Canada for permanent 
residence shall be filed with the Court by a director and must be 
accompanied with the following documentation: 
(a)  the affidavit of the director setting out 
(i)  the name, date and place of birth, gender and parentage 
of the child, so far as is known, 
(ii)  a statement that the director is the guardian of the child 
pursuant to the agreement or order, 
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(iii)  the terms of any agreement or order respecting access to 
the child, 
(iv)  a statement that the applicant, in the opinion of the 
director, is a fit and proper person to have the care and 
custody of the child, and 
(v)  if the child is a First Nation Individual, a statement that 
section 67 has been complied with; 
(b)  the affidavit of the applicant setting out the age, address, 
marital status and occupation of the applicant and the 
relationship, if any, of the applicant to the child; 
(c)  the consents required under section 59 or an affidavit 
indicating the reasons why the applicant is requesting that 
the Court dispense with one or more of the consents; 
(d)  a home study report in the form required in the regulations 
prepared by a qualified person on behalf of the director 
respecting 
(i)  the suitability of the applicant as an adoptive parent, and 
(ii)  the capability and willingness of the applicant to assume 
the responsibility of a parent toward the child; 
(e)  the affidavit of any person acceptable to the director 
respecting the fitness of the applicant to adopt the child, or 
any other material that the director may require; 
(f)  if the applicant has reason to believe that the child is an 
Indigenous child, a plan that addresses how the child’s 
Indigenous identity, culture, heritage, spirituality, language 
and traditions will be respected, supported and preserved. 
(2)
  An application for an adoption order in respect of a child who 
is placed in the custody of the applicant by a licensed adoption 
agency shall be filed with the Court by an officer of the licensed 
adoption agency and must be accompanied with the following 
documentation: 
(a)  the affidavit of an officer of the licensed adoption agency 
setting out 
(i)  the name, date and place of birth, gender and parentage 
of the child, so far as is known, 
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(ii)  a statement that the applicant, in the opinion of the 
officer, is a fit and proper person to have the care and 
custody of the child, and 
(iii)  if the child is a First Nation Individual, a statement that 
section 67 has been complied with; 
(iv)  repealed 2003 c16 s69; 
(b)  the affidavit of the applicant setting out 
(i)  the age, address, marital status and occupation of the 
applicant and the relationship, if any, of the applicant to 
the child, 
(ii)  the terms of any agreement and any document or writing 
relating to any agreement under which payment or other 
consideration passes from the  applicant in respect of 
care, maintenance, medical treatment or other necessities 
to or for the benefit of the parent of the child, and 
(iii)  the terms of any agreement or order respecting time with 
the child or contact with the child; 
(c)  the consents required under section 59 or an affidavit 
indicating the reasons why the applicant is requesting that 
the Court dispense with one or more of the consents; 
(d)  a home study report in the form required in the regulations 
prepared by a qualified person on behalf of an officer of the 
licensed adoption agency respecting 
(i)  the suitability of the applicant as an adoptive parent, and 
(ii)  the capability and willingness of the applicant to assume 
the responsibility of a parent toward the child; 
(e)  the affidavit of any person acceptable to an officer of the 
licensed adoption agency respecting the fitness of the 
applicant to adopt the child, or any other material that the 
officer may require; 
(f)  if the applicant has reason to believe that the child is an 
Indigenous child, a plan that addresses how the child’s 
Indigenous identity, culture, heritage, spirituality, language 
and traditions will be respected, supported and preserved. 
(3)
  An application for an adoption order in respect of a child 
whose step-parent is the applicant or a child who is placed by a 
guardian directly in the custody of an applicant shall be filed with 
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the Court and must be accompanied with the following 
documentation: 
(a)  the affidavit of the applicant setting out 
(i)  the name, date and place of birth, gender and parentage 
of the child, so far as is known, 
(ii)  the age, address, marital status and occupation of the 
applicant and the relationship of the applicant to the 
child, 
(iii)  where the applicant is the step-parent of the child, the 
name of the parent who has lawful custody of the child, 
and 
(iv)  the terms of any agreement or order respecting time with 
the child or contact with the child; 
(b)  the consents required under section 59 or an affidavit 
indicating the reasons why the applicant is requesting that 
the Court dispense with one or more of the consents; 
(c)  family and medical history of the child’s biological parent 
as required by the regulations; 
(d)  the results of a criminal record check of the applicant; 
(e)  in the case of an applicant who is not a step-parent of the 
child, if the applicant has reason to believe that the child is 
an Indigenous child, a plan that addresses how the child’s 
Indigenous identity, culture, heritage, spirituality, language 
and traditions will be respected, supported and preserved. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s63;2003 c16 s69;2008 c31 s28; 
2009 c53 s35;2018 c24 ss12,35;2020 c23 s2;2020 c39 s3 
Service of notice of hearing 
64
(1)
  An applicant under section 62 shall serve, by personal 
service, 
(a)  a notice of the nature, date, time and place of the hearing of 
the application not less than 30 days before the date of the 
hearing, or 
(b)  a notice of objection in the prescribed form, 
together with the documentation required under section 63, on 
(c)  the guardians of the child other than the applicant, 
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(d)  if the applicant is the sole guardian of the child, the person 
who consented to the adoption under section 59(2), 
(e)  the child, if the child is 12 years of age or older, 
(f)  the Minister, if a person other than a director is filing the 
application, and 
(g)  in the case of the adoption of a child who is not the subject 
of a permanent guardianship agreement or order, the 
biological father of the child. 
(2)
  Any guardian who has indicated a desire not to be notified of 
the hearing need not be served under subsection (1). 
(3)
  A child referred to in subsection (1)(e) need not be served with 
the home study report under subsection (1) or the results of a 
criminal record check under section 63(3). 
(4)
  A person who is served with a notice of objection form under 
subsection (1) may, within 10 days after being served, file a notice 
of objection with the clerk of the Court. 
(5)
  If no notice of objection is filed within 10 days after service on 
all the persons required to be served under subsection (1), the Court 
may consider the application in the absence of the applicant and all 
the persons referred to in subsection (1). 
(6)
  If a notice of objection is filed or if the Court considers that a 
hearing is necessary, the applicant must, at least 10 days before the 
date the application is to be heard, serve a notice of the nature, date, 
time and place of the hearing. 
(7)
  No order for service ex juris is necessary for service of a copy 
of a notice on any of the persons referred to in subsection (1) in a 
province or territory of Canada other than Alberta or in the United 
States of America, but service must be effected at least 
(a)  30 days before the date the application is to be heard in the 
case of a person in a province or territory other than Alberta, 
or 
(b)  45 days before the date the application is to be heard in the 
case of a person in the United States of America. 
(8)
  The Court may, if it considers it appropriate to do so, 
(a)  shorten the time for service on all or any of the persons 
referred to in subsection (1), and 
RSA 2000 
Section 66 
Chapter C-12 
CHILD, YOUTH AND FAMILY 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 
(b)  direct the manner of service, or approve the manner of 
service that has been effected, on all or any of the persons 
referred to in subsection (1). 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s64;2003 c16 s70;2004 c16 s16; 
2008 c31 s29;2009 c53 s35 
65
   Repealed 2003 c16 s71. 
Investigation by the Minister 
66
(1)
  On being served with a notice under section 64, the Minister 
may conduct an investigation with respect to the proposed adoption 
and may file a report of the investigation with the clerk of the 
Court. 
(2)
  The Minister shall provide to the applicant forthwith a copy of 
any report filed by the Minister under subsection (1). 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s66;2003 c16 s72;2009 c53 s35;2020 c39 s3 
Consultation with band of First Nation child 
67
(1)
  If a director or an officer of a licensed adoption agency, as 
the case may be, has reason to believe that a child who is being 
placed for adoption is a First Nation Individual and a member of a 
band and that the guardian who is surrendering custody of the child 
is a resident of a reserve, the director or officer shall involve a 
person designated by the council of the band in decisions relating 
to the adoption of the child. 
(2)
  If a director or an officer of a licensed adoption agency, as the 
case may be, has reason to believe that a child who is being placed 
for adoption is a First Nation Individual and a member of a band 
and that the guardian who is surrendering custody of the child is 
not a resident of a reserve, the director or officer shall 
(a)  request the guardian who is surrendering custody of the 
child to consent to the involvement of a person designated 
by the council of the band in decisions relating to the 
adoption of the child, and 
(b)  if the guardian consents to the involvement under clause (a), 
involve the person designated by the council of the band in 
decisions relating to the adoption of the child. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s67;2003 c16 s73;2018 c24 s35 
Court proceedings  
68
(1)
  If the Court considers, under section 64, that a hearing is 
necessary, the proceedings relating to the adoption of a child shall 
be heard in private unless the Court orders otherwise. 
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(2)
  The applicant and the child if the child is 12 years of age or 
older are entitled to be heard, in person or by counsel, at the 
hearing before the Court. 
(3)
  The Court may adjourn the hearing of an application under this 
Division for not more than 30 days 
(a)  with the consent of the parties to the application, or 
(b)  if the Court is satisfied that the adjournment is necessary in 
order to obtain evidence to assist the Court in determining 
whether an adoption order should be made. 
(4)
  Notwithstanding sections 59 and 63, on considering an 
application under this Division, the Court may make an order 
dispensing with the consent of 
(a)  a guardian of the child other than a director, 
(b)  a person who is required under section 59(2) to provide a 
consent, or 
(c)  the child 
if the Court, for reasons that appear to it to be sufficient, considers 
it necessary or desirable to do so. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s68;2003 c16 ss74,115;2009 c53 s35 
Direct placement adoption 
69   
The Court may, if it considers it appropriate to do so, require a 
person who has applied to the Court for an adoption order in 
respect of a child referred to in section 63(3) to submit to the Court 
a home study report in the form required in the regulations 
prepared by a qualified person respecting 
(a)  the suitability of the applicant as an adoptive parent, and 
(b)  the capability and willingness of the applicant to assume the 
responsibility of a parent toward the child. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s69;2008 c31 s30;2009 c53 s35 
Adoption order 
70
(1)
  If the Court is satisfied that 
(a)  the applicant is capable of assuming and willing to assume 
the responsibility of a parent toward the child, and 
(b)  it is in the best interests of the child that the child be adopted 
by the applicant, 
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the Court may order the adoption of the child by the applicant. 
(2)
  An adoption order shall be in the prescribed form and shall 
show the name of the child prior to the adoption. 
(2.1)
  On making an adoption order in respect of a child who the 
Court has reason to believe is an Indigenous child, the Court shall 
advise the adopting parent of the adopting parent’s obligations 
under section 71.1. 
(3)
  If the adopting parent is a widow or widower whose deceased 
spouse was a party to the application for the adoption order, or if on 
and after the coming into force of the 
Adult Interdependent 
Relationships Act
 the adopting parent is an adult interdependent 
partner, as defined in that Act, whose deceased adult 
interdependent partner was a party to the application, the Court 
may, on the request of the adopting parent and with the consent of 
the child if the child is 12 years of age or older, name both the 
applicant and the deceased spouse as the adopting parents of the 
child. 
(4)
  On the request of the adopting parent and with the consent of 
the child if the child is 12 years of age or older, the Court may 
change the given name of the child in the adoption order. 
(5)
  When an adoption order is made, the surname of the adopting 
parent becomes the surname of the child unless the Court orders 
otherwise. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s70;2003 c16 s75;2008 c31 s31;2009 c53 s35; 
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Subsequent application 
71
(1)
  If the Court dismisses an application for an adoption order, 
no further application for an adoption order under this Division 
shall be filed with the Court by or on behalf of that applicant until 
the expiration of a period of not less than 2 years after the date of 
the hearing of the application. 
(2)
  Notwithstanding subsection (1), an application may be filed 
with the permission of the Court within the 2-year period set out in 
subsection (1) if the Court is satisfied that the reasons for dismissal 
of the previous application no longer exist. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s71;2003 c16 s115;2009 c53 s35;2014 c13 s16 
Adoption of Indigenous child 
71.1
   If an adoption order is made in respect of an Indigenous 
child, the adopting parent shall  
(a)  take reasonable steps to comply with the plan filed in 
respect of that child under section 63, and 
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(b)  if the Indigenous child is a First Nation Individual, 
(i)  take reasonable steps on behalf of the child necessary for 
the child to exercise any rights the child may have as a 
First Nation Individual, and 
(ii)  inform the child of the child’s status as a First Nation 
Individual as soon as, in the opinion of that adopting 
parent, the child is capable of understanding the child’s 
status as a First Nation Individual. 
2008 c31 s32;2018 c24 ss33,34,35 
Effect of adoption order 
72
(1)
  For all purposes, when an adoption order is made, the 
adopted child is the child of the adopting parent and the adopting 
parent is the parent and guardian of the adopted child as if the child 
had been born to that parent. 
(2)
  Subject to subsection (3), for all purposes, when an adoption 
order is made, the adopted child ceases to be the child of that 
child’s previous parents, whether that child’s biological mother and 
biological father or that child’s adopting parents under a previous 
adoption order, and that child’s previous parents cease to be that 
child’s parents and guardians. 
(3)
  If a child is adopted by the step-parent of the child, the child 
does not cease to be the child of the parent who has lawful custody 
and that parent does not cease to be the parent and guardian of the 
child. 
(4)
  In any testamentary or other document, whether made before or 
after the coming into force of this section, unless the contrary is 
expressed, a reference to a person or a group or class of persons 
described in terms of their relationship by blood or marriage to 
another person is deemed to refer to or to include, as the case may 
be, a person who comes within the description as a result of the 
person’s own adoption or the adoption of another person. 
(5)
  For all purposes, when an adoption order is made, the 
relationship between the adopted child and any other person is the 
same as it would have been if the adopting parent were the 
biological mother or biological father of the adopted child. 
(6)
  Subsections (2), (4) and (5) do not apply 
(a)  for the purposes of the laws relating to incest, and 
(b)  with respect to the prohibited degrees of marriage, to 
remove a person from a relationship in consanguinity that, 
but for this section, would have existed between them. 
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(7)
  A marriage between 2 persons is prohibited if, as a result of an 
adoption order, the relationship between them is such that their 
marriage would be prohibited by the law respecting those 
relationships that bars the lawful solemnization of marriage. 
(8)
  This section 
(a)  applies and is deemed always to have applied to an adoption 
made under any enactment previously in force, and 
(b)  is binding on the Crown for the purpose of construing this 
Act and the rights of succession affecting adopted children, 
but nothing in this section affects an interest in property that has 
vested in a person before the making of an adoption order. 
(9)
  An adoption order in respect of a child terminates any 
agreement or order made under this Act relating to the child except 
a restraining order made under section 30. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s72;2010 c16 s1(42) 
Adoption of non-resident of Canada 
72.1
   A resident of Alberta who wishes to adopt a child who is not 
lawfully admitted to reside in Canada must apply to a director, in 
accordance with the regulations, for approval to proceed with the 
placement of the child. 
2003 c16 s76;2004 c16 s17 
Effect of foreign order 
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   An adoption effected according to the law of any jurisdiction 
outside Alberta has the effect in Alberta of an adoption order made 
under this Act, if the effect of the adoption order in the other 
jurisdiction is to create a permanent parent-child relationship. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s73;2003 c16 s77 
Setting aside an adoption order 
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(1)
  No application to set aside an adoption order shall be 
made after the expiration of one year from the date of the adoption 
order except on the ground that the order was procured by fraud, in 
which case it may be set aside only if it is in the best interests of 
the adopted child. 
(2)
  Notice of the nature, date, time and place of the hearing of an 
application under subsection (1) must be served by the applicant on 
(a)  the Minister, 
(b)  the adopting parent, if the adopting parent is not the 
applicant, 
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(c)  the adopted child, if the adopted child is 12 years of age or 
older and is not the applicant, 
(d)  the person who was the guardian of the child immediately 
before the adoption order was made, if the person is not the 
applicant, 
(e)  the Public Trustee, if a director was the guardian of the child 
immediately before the adoption order was made, and 
(f)  any other person who in the opinion of the Court should be 
served. 
(3)
  If the adoption order is set aside, the applicant for the order 
setting it aside shall serve a copy of the order setting it aside on all 
those required to be served under subsection (2). 
(4)
  The clerk of the Court shall send a certified copy of an order 
setting aside an adoption order to 
(a)  the Registrar of Vital Statistics, and 
(b)  the Registrar under the 
Indian Act
 (Canada) if the adopted 
child is a First Nation Individual. 
(5)
  When an adoption order is set aside, 
(a)  the child ceases to be the child of the adopting parent, 
(b)  the adopting parent ceases to be the parent and guardian of 
the child, 
(c)  the relationships between the child and all persons as they 
were immediately before the adoption order was made are 
re-established, 
(d)  unless the Court orders otherwise, the person who was the 
guardian of the child immediately before the adoption order 
was made is the guardian of the child, and 
(e)  unless the Court orders otherwise, 
(i)  the child’s given name is the given name the child had 
before the adoption order was made, if any, and 
(ii)  the child’s surname is the surname the child had before 
the adoption order was made. 
2003 c16 s78;2007 cV-4.1 s81;2018 c24 s35 
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Distribution of adoption order 
74
(1)
  Not more than 35 days after an adoption order is made, the 
clerk of the Court shall send a certified copy of the adoption order 
to 
(a)  the adopting parent, 
(b)  the Minister, 
(c)  the Public Trustee, if 
(i)  a director was the guardian of the child immediately 
before the making of the order, and 
(ii)  the Public Trustee requests a copy of the order, 
(d)  the Registrar under the 
Indian Act
 (Canada), if the adopted 
child is a First Nation Individual, and 
(e)  the Registrar of Vital Statistics. 
(2)
  The clerk of the Court shall provide to the Registrar of Vital 
Statistics 
(a)  any other information relating to an adoption order that the 
Registrar of Vital Statistics requires to enable that Registrar 
to carry out the requirements of the 
Vital Statistics Act
, and 
(b)  if the adopted child was born outside Alberta, an additional 
certified copy of the adoption order. 
(3)
  If a guardian other than a director has consented to the 
adoption of a child and an officer of a licensed adoption agency 
filed the application, an officer of the licensed adoption agency 
must, within 35 days after the making of the adoption order, notify 
the consenting guardian that the adoption order has been made, 
unless the consenting guardian has indicated a desire not to be 
notified. 
(4)
  A person who has consented under section 59(2) to the 
adoption of a child must be notified in accordance with subsection 
(3) that the adoption order has been made, unless that person has 
indicated a desire not to be notified. 
(5)
 to 
(10)
  Repealed 2003 c16 s79. 
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Division 4  
Offences 
Prohibition on payment 
83
(1)
  No person shall give or receive or agree to give or receive 
any payment or reward, whether direct or indirect, 
(a)  to procure or assist in procuring, or 
(b)  to place or facilitate the placement of 
a child for the purposes of an adoption in or outside Alberta. 
(2)
  Subsection (1) does not apply to reasonable fees, expenses or 
disbursements paid to 
(a)  a qualified person in respect of the preparation of a home 
study report pursuant to this Part, 
(b)  a lawyer in respect of legal services provided in connection 
with an adoption, 
(c)  a physician in respect of medical services provided to a 
child who is the subject of an adoption, or 
(d)  a licensed adoption agency, if the fees, expenses or 
disbursements are prescribed in the regulations. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s83;2008 c31 s36 
Prohibition on facilitation 
84
   No person other than the following shall place or facilitate the 
placement of a child for the purpose of an adoption: 
(a)  a guardian of the child; 
(b)  a director; 
(c)  a licensed adoption agency; 
(d)  the Minister. 
(e)  repealed 2003 c16 s86. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s84;2003 c16 s86;2020 c39 s3 
Prohibition on advertising 
85
(1)
  No person shall publish in any form or by any means an 
advertisement dealing with the adoption of a child. 
(2)
  Subsection (1) does not apply to 
(a)  the publication of a notice pursuant to an order of the Court, 
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(b)  in accordance with section 126.2(2)(a), the publication of 
any advertisement authorized by the Minister or a director 
for the purpose of finding homes for children in the custody 
or under the guardianship of a director, 
(c)  the publication of an announcement by an applicant in 
respect of the adoption, 
(d)  the publication of an advertisement by a licensed adoption 
agency advertising its services only, without making any 
reference to specific children, or 
(e)  the publication of an advertisement by a licensed adoption 
agency publicizing the profiles of prospective adoptive 
parents that meets the requirements prescribed in the 
regulations. 
(3)
  A person who contravenes this section is guilty of an offence 
and liable to a fine of not more than $2500 and in default of 
payment to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one month. 
RSA 2000 cC-12 s85;2003 c16 s87;2009 c53 s35;2017 c19 s2; 
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Offence and penalty 
86
(1)
  Any person and any officer or employee of a corporation 
who contravenes section 83 or 84 is guilty of an offence and liable 
to a fine of not more than $10 000 and in default of payment to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months. 
(2)
  No prosecution shall be commenced under this section except 
on the written authority of the Minister. 
1988 c15 s35;1994 c36 s17 
Checklist
Application for Adoption Order
Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act
Section 62
Clerk's Stamp
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Application
By making this application, I(we) state:
l
that I(we) am(are) adults who want to adopt this child.
l
that to support my(our) application, I(we) have enclosed my(our) affidavit(s) and the other information required by Section 63 of the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act.
I(we) respectfully request that the Court order the child's adoption by me(us) and that the child be given the name
2.							Signatures
Signature of Applicant
Signature of Applicant
Affidavit of Applicant
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Affidavit
I,
, make oath and say that:
1.
I am
years old.
3.
I am
who is joining me in this application.
OR
I am
4.
I am a
.
2.
I reside at
.
8.
I have attached a copy of that agreement to this affidavit and marked it "Exhibit  
9.
I have attached a copy of that agreement or order to this affidavit and marked it "Exhibit
Signature of Applicant
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
6.
.
7.
The parent(s)
has(have) lawful custody of this child.
OR
.
5.
The child
is a
in
to
.
Affidavit of Applicant
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Affidavit
I,
, make oath and say that:
1.
I am
years old.
3.
I am
who is joining me in this application.
OR
I am
4.
I am a
.
2.
I reside at
.
8.
I have attached a copy of that agreement to this affidavit and marked it "Exhibit  
9.
I have attached a copy of that agreement or order to this affidavit and marked it "Exhibit
Signature of Applicant
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
6.
.
7.
The parent(s)
has(have) lawful custody of this child.
OR
.
5.
The child
is a
in
to
.
Consent by a Guardian to Adoption
Adoption of a Child Under Permanent Guardianship or Step-Parent Adoption
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Consent
I know that
of
are applying to the Court for an adoption order regarding this child.
l
I understand what an adoption order means.
l
I understand that, unless I am the spouse or interdependent partner of the applicant, the order will end all my rights and responsibilities regarding the child.
I am a guardian of the child. I understand that once I sign this consent the applicant(s) become joint guardians of the child with me until an adoption order is granted.
OR
I was a guardian before the applicant became the sole guardian of the child.
.
My name is
.
My address is
I want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing (if a hearing is held because another party filed a Notice of Objection).
OR
I do not want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing.
l
I consent to the adoption order.
l
I understand that I may cancel this consent within 10 days of my signing it by giving a written notice to a caseworker (these can be provided in person or by fax to Adoption Services at 780-427-2048).
Signature of Guardian
Signature of Witness
2.							Affidavit of Execution
My name is
.
My address is
.
I make oath and say:
I witnessed the guardian sign this consent form.
Signature of Witness
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
Stamp of Commissioner for Oaths
OR
I do not want to be served with the adoption application.
Consent by a Guardian to Adoption
Adoption of a Child Under Permanent Guardianship or Step-Parent Adoption
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Consent
I know that
of
are applying to the Court for an adoption order regarding this child.
l
I understand what an adoption order means.
l
I understand that, unless I am the spouse or interdependent partner of the applicant, the order will end all my rights and responsibilities regarding the child.
I am a guardian of the child. I understand that once I sign this consent the applicant(s) become joint guardians of the child with me until an adoption order is granted.
OR
I was a guardian before the applicant became the sole guardian of the child.
.
My name is
.
My address is
I want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing (if a hearing is held because another party filed a Notice of Objection).
OR
I do not want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing.
l
I consent to the adoption order.
l
I understand that I may cancel this consent within 10 days of my signing it by giving a written notice to a caseworker (these can be provided in person or by fax to Adoption Services at 780-427-2048).
Signature of Guardian
Signature of Witness
2.							Affidavit of Execution
My name is
.
My address is
.
I make oath and say:
I witnessed the guardian sign this consent form.
Signature of Witness
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
Stamp of Commissioner for Oaths
OR
I do not want to be served with the adoption application.
Consent by a Guardian to Adoption
Adoption of a Child Placed Directly by the Parent
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Consent
My name is
.
My address is
.
I know that
of
are applying to the Court for an adoption order regarding this child.
• A caseworker/lawyer has explained to me what an adoption order means.
• I understand that the order will end all my rights and responsibilities regarding the child.
I have been told about the options available to me for planning for the child and I know I can get counselling regarding the following options:
• I may choose to parent the child.
• I may choose to place the child for adoption using the services of a licensed adoption agency.
• I may choose to place the child for adoption directly with a family member, or any other person known to me.
• I may choose to place the child for adoption using the services of Children's Services.
I am a guardian of the child. I understand that once I sign this consent the applicant(s) become joint guardians of the child with me until an adoption order is granted.
OR
I was a guardian before the applicant became the sole guardian of the child.
OR
I do not want to be served with the adoption application.
I want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing (if a hearing is held because another party filed a Notice of Objection).
OR
I do not want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing.
OR
Signature
Signature
• Consent to the adoption order.
• I understand that I may cancel this consent within 10 days of signing it by giving a written notice to a caseworker (these can be provided in person or by fax to Adoption Services at 780-427-2048).
2.					Affidavit of Execution of a Director or a Lawyer
My name is
.
My address is
.
I make oath and say:
OR
SWORN BEFORE ME at the City of
, in the Province of Alberta,
this
day of
, 20
Commissioner for Oaths Stamp
a. I am satisfied that:
• the guardian has the capability to understand and appreciate the nature and consequences of the consent;
• the guardian is informed about the nature and consequences of the consent;
• the consent represents what the guardian wants.
b. I have advised the guardian that before signing this consent, the guardian may request that the adopting parents provide the guardian with following:.
• a home study report prepared by a qualified person;
• a cultural connection plan, if the child is Indigenous;
• the results of a criminal record check, including a vulnerable sector search;
• the results of an intervention record check.
c. I witnessed the guardian sign this consent form.
• the results of an intervention record check;
• the results of a criminal record check, including a vulnerable sector search;
• a cultural connection plan, if the child is Indigenous;
• a home study report prepared by a qualified person;
who is(are) personally known to me. I further understand that before I sign this consent, I may request and review:
I choose to place my children for adoption directly with
Consent by a Guardian to Adoption
Adoption of a Child Placed Directly by the Parent
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Consent
My name is
.
My address is
.
I know that
of
are applying to the Court for an adoption order regarding this child.
• A caseworker/lawyer has explained to me what an adoption order means.
• I understand that the order will end all my rights and responsibilities regarding the child.
I have been told about the options available to me for planning for the child and I know I can get counselling regarding the following options:
• I may choose to parent the child.
• I may choose to place the child for adoption using the services of a licensed adoption agency.
• I may choose to place the child for adoption directly with a family member, or any other person known to me.
• I may choose to place the child for adoption using the services of Children's Services.
I am a guardian of the child. I understand that once I sign this consent the applicant(s) become joint guardians of the child with me until an adoption order is granted.
OR
I was a guardian before the applicant became the sole guardian of the child.
OR
I do not want to be served with the adoption application.
I want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing (if a hearing is held because another party filed a Notice of Objection).
OR
I do not want to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing.
OR
Signature
Signature
• Consent to the adoption order.
• I understand that I may cancel this consent within 10 days of signing it by giving a written notice to a caseworker (these can be provided in person or by fax to Adoption Services at 780-427-2048).
2.					Affidavit of Execution of a Director or a Lawyer
My name is
.
My address is
.
I make oath and say:
OR
SWORN BEFORE ME at the City of
, in the Province of Alberta,
this
day of
, 20
Commissioner for Oaths Stamp
a. I am satisfied that:
• the guardian has the capability to understand and appreciate the nature and consequences of the consent;
• the guardian is informed about the nature and consequences of the consent;
• the consent represents what the guardian wants.
b. I have advised the guardian that before signing this consent, the guardian may request that the adopting parents provide the guardian with following:.
• a home study report prepared by a qualified person;
• a cultural connection plan, if the child is Indigenous;
• the results of a criminal record check, including a vulnerable sector search;
• the results of an intervention record check.
c. I witnessed the guardian sign this consent form.
• the results of an intervention record check;
• the results of a criminal record check, including a vulnerable sector search;
• a cultural connection plan, if the child is Indigenous;
• a home study report prepared by a qualified person;
who is(are) personally known to me. I further understand that before I sign this consent, I may request and review:
I choose to place my children for adoption directly with
Consent by a Child to Adoption
Adoption of a Child 12 Years of Age or Older
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Consent
My name is
.
I know that
of
are applying to the Court for an adoption order about me.
1.
I understand what an adoption order means.
2.
I consent to the adoption order.
.
Signature of Child
Signature of Director's Delegate or Lawyer
2.					Affidavit of Execution of a Director or a Lawyer
My name is
.
My address is
.
I make oath and say:
OR
1.
I am satisfied that:
l
the child has the capability to understand and appreciate the nature and consequences of the consent;
l
the child is informed about the nature and consequences of the consent; and
l
the consent represents what the child wants.
2.
I witnessed the child sign this consent form.
Signature of Director's Delegate or Lawyer
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
Stamp of Commissioner for Oaths
Affidavit of Birth Mother
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Affidavit
My name is
.
I make oath and say that:
1.
My address is
.
2.
I am a
.
3.
I am the mother of this child.
4.
I
married when this child was born.
5.
The birth father of the child is
.
6.
The mother and the father of this child are both guardians of the child because: (check all that are applicable)
adult interdependent partners after the birth of the child,
than pursuant to a court order for the child,
other than pursuant to a court order, for me during or after the pregnancy, 
of a guardian in respect of the child [specify]
7.
I have attached a copy of that agreement to this affidavit and marked it "Exhibit
8.
The following describes how I came to place my child in this home:
Signature of Birth Mother
2.
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
Family Medical History
Child Intervention
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Section 1: Child's Information
A.
Date of Birth:
Gender:
Has child been confirmed in child's faith?
B. Background (if newborn do not complete)
C. Development (if newborn do not complete)
D. Personality (if newborn do not complete)
Section 2: Birth Mother's Information
Date of Birth:
Physical Description:
Other Children Born to Birth Mother
Date of Birth:
Gender:
Birth Mother's parents, brothers and sisters
Date of Birth:
Gender:
Section 3: Birth Mother's Medical Information
Section 4: Birth Father's Information
Date of Birth:
Physical Description:
Other Children Born to Birth Father
Date of Birth:
Gender:
Birth Father's parents, brothers and sisters
Date of Birth:
Gender:
Section 5: Birth Father's Medical Information
Section 6: Adoption Information
Is a letter, picture or gift being left for the child?
Have the birth parents been given background information about the adoptive family?
Have the birth parents been given background information about the adoptive family?
Have the birth parents prepared a contact preference? If yes, attach the contact preference.
Plan
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1. Applicant's Information - Provide information about each applicant
Indigenous
select one
First Nation Individual
Eligible to be registered under the Indian Act (Canada)
select one
Registered under the Indian Act (Canada)
select one
Métis 
select one
Inuit
Co-Applicant Information
Indigenous
select one
First Nation Individual
Eligible to be registered under the Indian Act (Canada)
select one
Registered under the Indian Act (Canada)
select one
Métis 
select one
Inuit
2. Child's Information - provide information about each child who is subject of the application
Indigenous
select one
First Nation Individual
Eligible to be registered under the Indian Act (Canada)
select one
Registered under the Indian Act (Canada)
select one
Métis 
select one
Inuit
3. Plan
4. Signatures
Adoption Order
Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act
Section 70 and 72
Clerk's Stamp
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
, Alberta.
THIS COURT having received the application of
under the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act for an adoption order in respect of the child:
born
, Birth Registration Number
.
AND THIS COURT having heard the evidence presented, and being satisfied that:	 
(a)
the applicant(s) is(are) capable of assuming and willing to assume the responsibility of a parent toward the child, and
(b)
it is in the best interests of the child that the child be adopted by the applicant(s).
names of applicant(s)
IT IS ORDERED THAT:
1.
The application of
is granted and the child is, from and after the date of this order, the adopted child of the applicant(s) and the child shall hereafter bear the given name(s) and surname of
2.
Other applicable terms:
Justice of the Court of King's Bench
names of applicant(s)
full name of child
Adoption Order
Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act
Section 70 and 72
Clerk's Stamp
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
, Alberta.
THIS COURT having received the application of
under the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act for an adoption order in respect of the child:
born
, Birth Registration Number
.
AND THIS COURT having heard the evidence presented, and being satisfied that:	 
(a)
the applicant(s) is(are) capable of assuming and willing to assume the responsibility of a parent toward the child, and
(b)
it is in the best interests of the child that the child be adopted by the applicant(s).
names of applicant(s)
IT IS ORDERED THAT:
1.
The application of
is granted and the child is, from and after the date of this order, the adopted child of the applicant(s) and the child shall hereafter bear the given name(s) and surname of
2.
Other applicable terms:
Justice of the Court of King's Bench
names of applicant(s)
full name of child
This adoption is with the consent of the birth father/mother
being a parent who has lawful custody of the child as contemplated in section 72(3) of the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act, RCA2000, chapter c-12; who, notwithstanding this adoption retains all of his/her rights as the biological father/mother, parent and guardian of the child. Any agency of the Government of Alberta, including but not restricted to the Director of Vital Statistics, pursuant to the Vital Statistics Act, is hereby directed to issue a new birth certificate in the name of both the adopting parent and the birth father/mother.
Adoption Information
Identification of Particulars of Adopted Person
.\partials\AB-Gov Black.jpg
This information is collected in accordance with the Vital Statistics Act and Regulations. It is required by Vital Statistics to register the event and may be used for statistical and genealogical purposes, or delivering joint provincial and federal programs. Collection is authorized under s.33(a) and (c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Questions about the collection can be directed to Vital Statistics at vsregistries@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-7013 (toll free 310-0000 within Alberta).
NOTE:  This form (DVS3104) must be included as part of the court package.
A. CHILD'S ORIGINAL BIRTH INFORMATION (or current information based on a recognized legal change of name or previous adoption)
B. TYPE OF ADOPTION								         DATE OF ADOPTION
C. INFORMATION TO APPEAR ON THE BIRTH RECORD AFTER ADOPTION
CHILD'S LEGAL NAME AFTER ADOPTION (AS PER ADOPTION ORDER)
●  If this is a 2 parent adoption: record the information about the 2 adopting parents.
●  If this is a single parent adoption: record the information about the one adopting parent; leave the other parent information section blank.
●  If this is a step-parent adoption: record the information about the step-parent and the information about the parent that should stay on the birth record.
DETAILS OF FATHER/PARENT 
DETAILS OF MOTHER/PARENT 
D. CONTACT INFORMATION
If you have questions about registering your child's birth/adoption, contact Vital Statistics. Phone: 780-427-7013 in Edmonton; or for toll free dialing within Alberta, first dial 310-0000, then dial 780-427-7013. Email: vsregistries@gov.ab.ca Mail: PO Box 2023 STN Main, Edmonton, AB T5J 4W7.
Registration of A Birth - Information Guide
.\partials\AB-Gov Black.jpg
Completing the Registration of A Birth (DVS 3123) Form
●  Ensure the information in the adoption court order is correct, as it will be used to create your child’s birth record. 
●  Print clearly and use dark ink as it fades the least.
●  Complete all the fields on the Registration of A Birth form.
Recording Parent’s Information
●  2 Parent Adoption (2 people together adopting a child) – record the information about the 2 adopting parents.
●  Single Parent Adoption (only one person is adopting a child; there is no other parent) – record the information about the one adopting parent and leave the other parent section blank.
●  Step Parent Adoption (a person is adopting the child of their spouse/partner) – record the information about the adopting step-parent and the information about the parent that is staying on the birth record.
Definitions
IMPORTANT:
●  Review this Information Guide BEFORE completing the Registration of A Birth form.
●  The Registration of A Birth form is the legal birth record for your child and will be permanently filed with Vital Statistics. The information on the Registration of A Birth form is used to create your child’s birth certificate.
○ Missing and/or incomplete information may delay or stop the registration process.
○ Record the child’s name and parent’s information as it appears in the adoption order. 
●  Corrections
○ Print the correct information above or near the error. 
○ Draw a single line through an error and initial it. 
○ Contact Vital Statistics for a clean form if there are too many errors.
○ When there are 2 parents being recorded on the Registration of A Birth, both must initial a correction. 
○ Missing initials and the use of correction tape/fluid may delay or stop the registration process.
○ NEVER use correction tape/fluid.
○ An informant only signs this form when the parents are incapable of signing it. Contact Vital Statistics as additional requirements may apply.
○ When there are 2 parents being recorded on the Registration of A Birth, both must sign.  
●  Sign the Registration of A Birth form. 
●  Send the completed and signed Registration of A Birth (DVS 3123) form, Adoption Information - Identification of Particulars of Adopted Person (DVS 3104) form, and an original certified copy of the adoption order to Vital Statistics for registration. Include with the forms and adoption order, all birth certificates (if any) issued for the child prior to this adoption. All surrendered certificates are replaced free of charge by Vital Statistics with new certificates showing the updated information. 
Courier:  Vital Statistics
Document Reception
John E. Brownlee Building
10365 97 Street
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 5C5
Attention: Adoption Unit
OR
Mail: Vital Statistics          
PO Box 2023 STN Main
Edmonton, AB T5J 4W7
Attention: Adoption Unit
●  Once the birth/adoption is registered, contact a registry agent office to purchase birth certificates, as they are not automatically issued. See https://www.alberta.ca/order-birth-certificate.aspx for more details.
When registering a birth/adoption, any person who knowing gives false information may be guilty of an offence and subject to a fine.
○ person born outside of Canada: their full name (first, all middle, and last names) on their immigration document under which they are permitted to be in Canada.
○ person born in Canada: their full name (first, all middle, and last names) on their current birth certificate or change of name certificate; or if they were adopted, their full name after adoption. A person’s maiden name is usually their legal name. A last name assumed through marriage is not a legal name for Vital Statistics’ purposes.
●  Legal Name means for a 
●  Incapable means unable because of death, mental or physical disability or inaccessibility. Contact Vital Statistics if the parents are unable to sign this form as there may be additional requirements. 
If you have any questions about registering your child’s birth/adoption, contact Vital Statistics.
Phone: 780-427-7013 in Edmonton area; or for toll free dialing within Alberta, first dial 310-0000 then 780-427-7013. Mail: PO Box
2023 STN Main, Edmonton, Alberta, AB T5J 4W7 Email: vsregistries@gov.ab.ca
.\partials\AB-Gov Black.jpg
This information is collected in accordance with the Vital Statistics Act and Regulations. It is required by Vital Statistics to register the event and may be used for statistical and genealogical purposes or delivering joint provincial and federal programs. Collection is authorized under s.33(a) and (c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Questions about the collection can be directed to Vital Statistics at vsregistries@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-7013 (toll free 310-0000 within Alberta).
THIS IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT - PRINT CLEARLY - USE DARK INK
Registration of A Birth 
DETAILS OF CHILD
Month by name
Day
Year
, Alberta
DETAILS OF MOTHER / PARENT
Month by name
Day
Year
City/Town
Province/Country
Date Signed
X
Signature of Mother/Parent
DETAILS OF FATHER / PARENT
Month by name
Day
Year
City/Town
Province/Country
Date Signed
X
Signature of Father/Parent
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PARENT (for correspondence purposes)
Suite No./Street/PO Box
City/Town
Province/State
Country
Postal/Zip Code
INFORMANT
(only complete this section when the parents recorded above are incapable of signing this form, see Information Guide)
Date Signed
X
Signature of Informant
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
27. I CERTIFY this registration was accepted by me at
, Alberta, on
.
28. Vital Statistics Notes:
Notice of Objection to Adoption
Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act
Section 64
Clerk's Stamp
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.
I was served with a copy of an application for adoption of this child on
.
2.
I object to the application being considered without a Court hearing.
3.
I understand that if I file this Notice of Objection to Adoption with the court clerk, a hearing will be held.
4.
I understand the applicant must serve a Notice of Adoption Hearing on me and on all persons who were served with a copy of the application, unless a person requested not to be served with a Notice of Adoption Hearing.
5.
I understand that the application for an adoption order will proceed without a hearing if no Notice of Objection to Adoption is filed, unless the judge orders a hearing.
Dated at
, on
.
Signature of Person Objecting
If you object to the application being heard in the absence of the applicant or anyone else who was served with a copy of the application,
you must file this Notice of Objection to Adoption with the court clerk within 10 days of being served.
Notice of Adoption Hearing
Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act
Section 64
Clerk's Stamp
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
NOTICE
I(we) will be applying to the Court for an adoption order under the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act regarding this child.
The application for an adoption order will be made to the Court as shown below:
WARNING
If you object to this application you must attend the hearing. If you do not come to Court on the date and at the time shown above either in person or by your lawyer, the Court may make an Order of Adoption in your absence.
Signature of Applicant
Signature of Applicant (if applicable)
Affidavit of Service
Clerk's Stamp
COURT OF KING'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
Adoption Kit
I MAKE OATH AND SAY (OR AFFIRM AND DECLARE) THAT:
1.
My name is
.
2.
My address is
.
3.
I am 18 years of age or older.
4.
I served a true copy of:
with the Court on
,
,
, filed
,
, filed
,
, which is attached and marked as Exhibit
'    '
,
, which is attached and marked as Exhibit
'    '
,
by leaving a copy of each document with the following individuals at the addresses indicated:
, on
,
at
.
, on
,
at
.
,
on
,
at
.
,
on
,
at
.
, on
,
at
.
Signature of document server
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
Stamp of Commissioner for Oaths
Affidavit
Adoption Kit
COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH OF ALBERTA
1.							Affidavit
I,
, of
, Alberta,
SWEAR/AFFIRM AND SAY THAT:
1.
I have personal knowledge of the following information, except where I say that what is stated is based on information from another person, in which case, I believe that information to be true.
2.
Sworn before me at
,
in the province of Alberta on
.
Signature of Notary Public, Commissioner for Oaths
in and for the Province of Alberta
10.0.2.20120224.1.869952.867557
Adoptions and Permanency
January 2012
Children's Services
This kit includes information on who the kit is for, how to fill it out, the process involved, as well as all the forms required for both Private Direct and Spousal adoptions.
Government of Alberta
Private Adoption Self Help Kit
March 2023
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